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The Ellenbrook Cultural Foundation now
trading as Ellenbrook Arts, continues to
focus on its core objective of ‘promoting
culture and the arts in Ellenbrook’.

During the year a Strategic Plan covering
the period 2018-2021 was completed
which provides a clear direction for the
Foundation. It identified the following key
priority areas:
•

Advocacy

•

Participation & Membership		

•

Facilities

•

Programming

•

Strategic Relationships

•

Funding

The objectives of the Foundation are
very much about empowering groups
and individuals to flourish rather than
the Foundation itself being central to all
activities. To that end, I am continually
enthused by the growing level of
involvement of the community in our
various activities.

There was a comprehensive program of
exhibitions and workshops in the Gallery
involving both community and professional
artists. Patronage of our multipurpose
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venue, The Grapevine, continues to increase
with few vacancies available in any given
week.

A programming highlight for the year
was our second Ellenbrook Art Award. It
involved many hours of planning with the
outcome being just reward for this work. In
particular our appreciation goes to the City
of Swan as the event’s major sponsor.

It is with sadness that we say farewell
to our Executive Director, Matt Sivyer, in
December. Matt is returning to Denmark for
family reasons. Although only with us for a
relatively short period, Matt’s contribution
to the Foundation in the important areas of
strategy, governance and marketing were
greatly appreciated. I also acknowledge
the work of Julie Stenz in managing the
Grapevine and for providing general support
to Matt.

My personal appreciation also to the Board
Members for their contribution and support
and acknowledge Margaret Kidson who
retires after four years of service.

Danny Murphy
Chairperson
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The 2016-17 year at Ellenbrook Arts has
seen a number of changes take place of an
operational and also strategic nature.

acknowledged Ellenbrook’s rising profile
and commitment to Artistic and Cultural
development.

Late in 2016 the Executive Director Carol
Harris left Ellenbrook Arts after 7 years
of dedicated service and I took over the
reins of, thanks to Carol, a high-functioning
organisation.

Early in 2017 we were excited to launch
our new, purpose-built website which can
manage a range of event and membership
administration while at the same time
modernising a lot of internal processes and
functions. With two staff driving the day-today running of Ellenbrook Arts we needed
a website which would reflect Ellenbrook
Arts’ individuality and character, showcase
our activities and also save us time. We
encourage you to visit our website and join
our mailing list to be among the first to
know about Ellenbrook Arts’ activities.

I would like to take this opportunity to note
the valued support from our committed
Board of Management, Arts Administrator
Julie Stenz as well as our fantastic
volunteers. All of these elements combine
to not only make a truly enjoyable place to
work but also help drive Ellenbrook Arts’
vision for a community defined by artistic
and cultural activities and pursuits.

In October 2016 we were delighted and
honoured the Department of Culture and
the Arts selected the Ellenbrook Arts Gallery
as the location for the Minister for Culture
and the Arts, the Hon. John Day MLA, to
launch ‘Strategic Directions 2016-2031’; the
first long-term strategic direction developed
for the arts and culture sector in Western
Australia. Approximately 90 delegates, who
collectively represented the key personnel
from the leading Arts and Culture bodies in
Western Australia (both government and
not-for-profit), attended this event which

Our 2018-2021 Strategic Plan was developed
to provide a framework for how Ellenbrook
Arts may deliver the most value to the
community as we continue to stimulate
the artistic and cultural development of
Ellenbrook. Our focus now addresses
all art forms within visual arts (painting,
sculpture, drawing, crafts, photography,
writing, film and animation) and performing
arts (music, dance and theatre) with a
particular emphasis on youth, group and
facility development to create a diverse and
sustainable arts scene in Ellenbrook.
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Ellenbrook Arts successfully applied for
Healthway funding to deliver a great
number of projects and workshops in and
around Ellenbrook during the 2016-2017
financial year. We wish to thank Healthway
and our major project partner the City of
Swan Youth Services Team for making such
a far-reaching program so successful. This
program has directly involved thousands of
school-aged children and has, among other
things, used art and creativity to educate
children about natural sciences and keeping
mentally healthy.

Ellenbrook Arts is in a fantastic position
to capitalise on its sound foundation with
a clear vision of how it can serve the
community in to the future; creating a
sustainable and vibrant artistic and cultural
precinct along the way. We are looking
forward to many positive and productive
years ahead.

Matt Sivyer
Executive Director

The Ellenbrook Arts Gallery continues to
receive bookings beyond a year in advance
and is testament to the high-class exhibition
space and professional administration.
The 2016-17 year saw a fantastic range
of exhibitions from local artists, touring
exhibitions, schools, our members as well
as our Ellenbrook Open Art Award.
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The Grapevine
The Grapevine Community Art space continues
to be a very popular venue for community groups
to meet. The Beginners Art Group and Young
Junior Art Group(s) continue to flourish and young
artists display their artwork in the end of year
exhibition. The Ellenbrook Art Group and the Swan
Valley Camera Club continue to be proactive and
are attracting many new members. A variety of
exercise groups meet regularly giving community
the opportunity to keep fit whilst making new
friends.

The Grapevine
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School Holiday Program
Exhibition
The Gallery hosted a display of artwork created
from the 19 school holiday workshops held in
conjunction with Mundaring Arts Centre and the
City of Swan.
Participants ranged in age from 3 -12 years and the
opening event was attended by local Councillors
and in excess of 70 people which included
participants of the workshops.

Children’s 3D Feltmaking

Plasticine characters with Steven Aiton

Workshop with Louise Cook
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Healthway Community Arts
Projects 2016-2017
These Healthway funded projects consisted of
two main parts: a primary school science incursion
series (Bushland) and a suite of workshops and
events aimed at local teenagers.

Bushland
In February and March 2017, respected ecologist
Mandy Bamford visited 7 Schools in the Ellenbrook
area and conducted incursions to educate
approximately 1500 students about the diversity
of flora and fauna in the local area. Students were
introduced to a number of live animals and plants
and used this inspiration to create artworks using
drawing materials provided by Ellenbrook Arts.

Youth Workshops and Events

COMMUNITY ART PROJECTS 2016/17

Healthway Projects

AGES
ENGAGED

6-19

2875

TOTAL
PARTICIPANTS

YEARS

TOTAL
AUDIENCE/SPECTATORS

TOTAL
WORKSHOPS

17845

TOTAL
EVENTS

79

16
TOTAL
WORKSHOP/EVENT HOURS

150

This workshop series targeting young people in
our community were designed to highlight the
importance of keeping mentally healthy. The fun
and creative workshops were designed to bring
young people together to develop a range of skills
while also improving their ability to deal with an
increasingly complicated world.
Make some Noise - Music-making and lyricwriting workshops.
Anime workshops - Making life drawing using
classmates as models.

Make Some Noise Workshop
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Dirt Jump Fest - Planned, organised and
delivered by a group of young people who took full
responsibility for organising competitions, prizes
and a sausage sizzle.
Candle Making - These workshops encouraged
participation whereby young people created a
candle to sell at the Ellenbrook Christmas markets
and give the proceeds to charity.
Girls Night In - Creating a safe space for girls,
these evenings included jewellery-making,
discussions about self-care and information on
youth topics and services.
Art Workshop & Print Making - Part of a school
holiday program where young people (some
very young - aged 3 and up!) were introduced
to a range of creative techniques and had their
artworks exhibited later in the year.

Dirt Bike Fest

Candle Making Workshop

Breakdancing workshops - Young people were
introduced to breakdancing by a former B-Boy
champion who helped them learn the ropes and
hone their skills.
Dance event - Breakdancing ‘battle’ with a live DJ
in the middle of Ellenbrook; something you don’t
see every day!

Dance Workshop

DJ workshop - Beatmixing and mixing tracks with
vinyl and CDJ’s, young people learned how to
mash up their own sound and style.
Ellenbrook Youth Exhibition - See the Gallery
Report for more information.

Elfinbrook Parade
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Calligraphy workshops - Young people were given
the opportunity to try calligraphy using specialised
pieces of balsa wood to write with. The young
people learned about the background of writing
and the different mediums that can be used for
different effects.
African drumming - A popular workshop series for
young people with wide appeal saw participants
learn to create and play African rhythms in a group
which went on to perform as part of the Elfinbrook
Christmas Parade (see below)
Elfinbrook Christmas Parade - Participants
from the Breakdance, Hip Hop and Drumbeat
Healthway-funded workshops took part in the 2016
Elfinbrook Pageant Parade. It was great to see this
opportunity for young people to parade through the
town centre with their new-found skills and while
at the same time promoting the “Act- BelongCommit” message on their T shirts.

Drumming Workshop

Games Night

Games Night @ Ellenbrook Library - A mobile
video games truck, live music, creative workshops,
virtual reality goggles, music workshops and a
photo booth saw over a hundred young people
descend on the Ellenbrook Library for a great night
of fun, games and pizza!
Girls Night In
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Exhibition Programme

Ellenbrook Art Award
2nd September – 9th October 2016
The second Ellenbrook Open Art Award attracted
a record 114 entries from artists around Western
Australia. With $5,000 in prizes, we were thrilled
with the response and support from the community
and broader Perth arts scene.
The 2016 Art Award was the first of a three-year
sponsorship arrangement with the City of Swan;

Art Award Winners

allowing it to grow, flourish and affirm Ellenbrook as
an artistic and culturally vibrant town.

Lorraine & Ed Read, Brian & Beverley Chitty

Chloe Dennis & Carmel Sayer
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Exhibition Programme

Ellenbrook Christian College
16th October – 30th October 2016

A joint exhibition from Ellenbrook Christian College
and Beechboro Christian School saw over 100
people attend the opening on 20th of October.
In addition to the works of art themselves,
highlights of the evening included live music and
drama students posing as living statues.
There were approximately 160 drawings, paintings,
photography, media clips, sculptures, digital works
and woodwork pieces on show, as well as a

ECC art on display

number of staff-submitted pieces.

Gallery display

Living statues
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Ellenbrook Youth Exhibition
18th November – 2nd December 2016
This exhibition was the result of the numerous
workshops and events that took place throughout
2016. Ellenbrook Arts worked closely with the
City of Swan Youth Services Team to plan and
facilitate these projects which proved enormously
successful in engaging young people aged 12 – 18.
Funded by Healthway with the health message
‘Act-Belong-Commit’ (promoting a mentally healthy
WA) was very relevant across this demographic.
The event was opened by Councillor Mick
Wainwright, Mayor of the City of Swan and was
attended by over 100 people including young
people and their parents/care givers.

Exhibits from The EYE

The EYE Gallery Event
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Ellenbrook Arts
Members Exhibition
9th December 2016 – 22nd January 2017
The annual Ellenbrook Arts Member Exhibition
opened on 9th December 2016 with a full house.
Over 100 people attended the opening event
which also included a farewell to Carol Harris (the
outgoing Executive Director of Ellenbrook Arts)
and a warm welcome to Matt Sivyer who replaced
her. Attendees created a festive atmosphere
while celebrating the past year and their collective
creativity!

Group exhibit from the Beginners Art Group

Above: Members Exhibition opening event
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Botanica
5th February – 5th March 2017
ART ON THE MOVE Touring Exhibition ‘Botanica’
was a collection of fine art photography by
John E. Maloney, which brought to life the
beautiful flowers first collected in the late 18th
and early 19th centuries around the Australian
coast. Botanica transported viewers back to the

John E. Maloney

early 1770’s when botanists Joseph Banks (in
NSW) and later Robert Brown (in WA) landed on
Australian soil and collected samples of previously
unknown species of plants.

Botanica opening event
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Bushland
27th March – 24th April 2017
Bushland was the culmination of an art-meetsenvironmental education incursion series
coordinated by Ellenbrook Arts and funded by
Healthway through the Act-Belong-Commit
Ellenbrook Arts Community Program 2017.

Approximately 1,500 students from seven local
Primary Schools participated in the program which
involved respected ecologist Mandy Bamford
visiting classes with local, native flora and fauna to
inspire and educate students about the biological
diversity on their doorstep.

Students created a great selection of colourful
“Bushland”-themed art.
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Ernst Schneider & Carmel Sayer
7th May – 4th June 2017
Two talented yet ‘contemporary thinking’ Perth
artists, Hillarys based chainsaw artist and
sculptor Ernst Schneider and Mandurah based
painter Carmel Sayer, teamed up to present an
exhibition with a difference.
Just as life is like a roller coaster with its ups and
downs, twists and turns and often unforeseeable
destinations, attendees were given the choice
to scream or enjoy the ride. This also applied to
this exhibition which combined cleverly arranged,
unusual and distorted sculptures with uniquely

One of Carmel Sayer’s paintings

expressive, colourful and compartmentalised
paintings to create both vibrancy and harmony at
‘Life – Stages and Crossroads’.

Opening event

Viewers enjoy the opening event
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Jenny Hollingsworth
18th June – 16th July 2017
Helena Valley artist Jenny Hollingsworth had her
first ever exhibition, Willandra, at The Gallery and
showcased her exploration of the real and surreal
with a highly diverse collection of oil on canvas
works, all with their own narrative.
The exhibition showcased a collection of works
Jenny created over the previous three years.

Jenny Hollingsworth’s painting “Willandra”

Jenny Hollingsworth opening event
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This world is but
a canvas to our
imagination
— Henry David Thoreau

